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— here is an old Spanish sayingithat

‘ warns, “Good wine ruins the purse;
‘ bad wine
latter r

ruins the stomach." The
y often still hold tfue but,
fortunately, financial ruin is not so likgly:

The beauty of collecting wine@s a hobby
it satisfies both the
ties. Atthe top end

such, can reap handsome profits. Luckily, the
rewards are not liable to capital gains taxjas
wine is considered a “wasting asset”; if onlyfthe
taxman knew. Even at a modest level, thére is
money to be saved and enjoyment to be had
from buying wine in more significant quantities
than the odd bottle here and there.

So how does one go about stgekpiling
a respectable cachet of wine? It dgpends on
how much time and money you have, as well

as what you want to achieve in the long term
1f all you wish to do is build a collection of
high-quality wines to be savoured over the
years, then you could possibly do this yourself.
In fact, you need not even leave the house, as
the internet now gives access to the best wine
lists in the country. The UK is a rich source of
the finest wines from all over the world - and
this is something that wine collectors should
certainly take advantage of P

AUGUST 08 | 143












