think of novel solutions. One that is prov-
ing attractive to wineovers is installing
an innovative spiral wine-celldr. Not only
will it provide space for over a thousand
bottles of top vino, it’ll add substantial
value to your property, so that when the
recession’s over, you'll reap the benefits.
One couple who decided to go down this
route are the Hucks of Primrose Hill, who
live in a spacious splitlevel b

permission. Anyone with a ground floor
property can have one installed.

Dug by hand, the Hucks’ cellaris a les-
son in well-made storage. Climbing down
the stairway into the cold concrete, I can
see how drifting between his well-labelled
Italian, French and Californian wines
must give the Hucks pleasure. I see cases
of Tuscan Percarlo mixed vintage, 2005

ground floor flat in a Victorian house.
Wendy Huck, who showed us the cellar,
said that her husband works for a hedge
fund, and had been collecting wine for 10
years (keeping it at Octavian Vaults near
Bath) when they had the cellar installed.
Now they dip into their stock once or twice
a month but also keeps wine for invest-
ment purposes - the humidity in the cellar
is perfectly controlled. “From an economic
point of view;” she says, “it’s cheaper than
storing wine externally. Plus we get to
drink it when we want.”

The cellar is discreet in the extreme: the

Burgundy 1t and 1999 Pomerol.
There are about 600 bottles down here,
with room for another 600 - depending
on design, other cellars can hold more.
There are four depth options, running
from two to three metres. Prices start at
£9,200 and the biggest has storage for
1,800 bottles. The smallest is the Mini
Cellar, accessed with a small wooden stair-
case, rather than a spiral staircase, and
stores 770 wine bottles. Extras include
foam neck supports for odd-shaped bottles
and safes for extra valuable wines. Chin
chin. www.spiralcellars.com, tel: 0845 241 2768
Zoe Strimpel
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house’s Original cellar;
bottles from the Hucks'
collection; a view of
their cellar from below.
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