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Any suggestions?

glass of chilled white after a long

commute, or a bottle or two of red

shared with friends over dinner has

become an integral part of our social

fabric. And while most of us buy
wine by the bottle on an ad hoc basis, those who
develop a deeper passion for the stuff inevitably
discover the desire for a wine cellar too.

The temptation to store wine in garden sheds,
garages and attics is understandable but it’s not
recommended. ‘It breaks my heart to see badly
stored wine,' says sommelier Vincent Gasnier.
‘Wine doesn't like brutal changes in temperature;
it should be neither too warm nor too cold or the
wine will begin to referment. If you're serious
about it, the garage is not a storage option.’

Gasnier has put his money where his mouth is
by investing in a stateofthe-art spiral wine cellar
for his Hampshire home. His White Cellar design
is from Spiral Cellars. A watertight, precast
cylindrical system that's sunk into a previously
excavated hole in the ground, it can be located
anywhere at ground-floor level, from conservatory
to study to kitchen and is accessed via an almost
seamless trapdoor in the floor. ‘It's a beautiful,
impressive piece of engineering as well as being
secure and discreet,’ says Gasnier,

At £17,500 for a two-metre deep version with a
1,200 bottle capacity or £21,750 for three metres
and 1,900 bottles, it's an option that won't suit all
pockets, but it’s certainly one that seems likely to
add value to your property. Russell Hunt, of search
company Property Hunt, says that an increasing*
number of his clients are requesting properties
that can accommodate wine storage. ‘High-end
properties are often fitted with spiral staircases
with wine racks running alongside to showcase
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and store wine,” he says. ‘Specialist wine fridges are
becoming popular too, which means many people
are looking for larger kitchens or rooms in which
to accommodate them.’

These specialist wine fridges or temperature-
controlled wine cabinets are certainly a flexible
option. Essentially, they're a clever piece of kit
rather like a fridge, which keeps the reds and
whites at preordained temperatures in different
sections, creating the optimum conditions of a
natural wine cellar. These handcrafted, vibration-
free cabinets even have builtin alarms which let
you know when the humidity falls below the
optimum setting and a lock and key for extra
security. Ranging in capacity from around 80
bottles to 280 per unit, multiple cabinets may be
required as your collection grows, which is an
important point to consider when you're thinking
about where to put them. There are lots of these
products on the market, but the most respected
brand is EuroCave, which was the first innovator of
wine storage and has been developing wine
cabinets and cellar conditioners for storing and
maturing wine for over 25 years. A large cabinet
will set you back around £2,000.

Yet another option is EuroCave's Modulotheque,
a solid oak modular storage and display system
that’s easy to assemble, configure and install
without professional help. Starting at around
£1,000, this system allows you to make the
maximum use of whatever space you have to look
after your wine. As a piece of furniture that can
actually evolve with your needs, it looks pretty
impressive too. And don’t let’s forget, you can take
it with you when you move. Let's drink to that. m
www.vincentgasnier.co.uk; www.spiralcellars.com;
www.eurocave.co.uk
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W Stack by Shay
Alkalay is literally a
stack of individual
floating drawers

that can be pushed
and pulled in both
directions. It's exciting
and unique pieces
such as this that
ensure that British
company Established
& Sons holds on to
pole position in the
world of innovative
furniture design.
www.established
andsons.com

M |conic British
fashion brand Jaeger
is launching a Home
collection. Consisting
of luxurious bed linen,
bedspreads, throws
and cushions, all
inspired by patterns
and prints from its
extensive archive, the
range starts at £40
for a cushion
(pictured) and is
available online, at
Jaeger Regent

Serious @ooUL I, the garage
is not a storage option’

Street and selected
department stores
from 1 February,
www.jaeger.co.uk

B Perfectly smooth
new floorboards are
thing of beauty,
especially if they're
from Dinesen. This
Danish company
specialises in bespoke
floors using Douglas
fir planks in lengths of
up to 15m to create a
seamless finish, www.
dinesen-floors.com

B As well as the
copies of exceptional
18th-, 19th- and
20th-century
originals, Soane’s
collection of
furniture, lighting,
door handles, glass
and silverware also
includes glamorous
new designs, Our
current favourite is
a brass and glass,
jewel-incrusted
Divers Light, £2,200,
www.soane.co.uk
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